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Greetings SBUA Oregon Members! 
 This newsletter informs you, SBUA Oregon members and 
supporters, on how SBUA in Oregon is advocating for Oregon’s 
small business community to ensure fair and reasonable electricity 
and natural gas rates and service.  

 In Oregon we are going pedal to the metal on implementing the 
recent state law to remove carbon-based sources from the State’s 
power supply and we have decided as a state that the ratepayers 
will foot the bill, so small business needs to be at the table in the 
rate cases. We also try to participate in other efforts like trans-
portation electrification plans, Integrated Resource and Clean En-
ergy Plans, and distributed energy generation, Energy Trust relat-
ed topics, and other state and local government efforts. 

SBUA Activity in the Oregon Public Utility Com-
mission (“PUC”) dockets: 

PORTLAND GENERAL ELECTRIC 2023 Rate Case— The utility 
proposes a 12.6% increase for small commercial customers be-
ginning January 1, 2024. Schedule 32 customers paying $121.41 
will see an increase to $136.75 

PGE RATE CASE PUBLIC HEARING ON MAY 3, 2023 6PM 
SBUA to send out Zoom and public comment info 

UG 435 NW Natural asked a 9.7% increase in rates and SBUA 
secured a reduction to 9.2% for small business customers, and 
NW Natural is required to examine a possible intra class subsidy. 
PUC required small business to pay for part of the $10,000,000 in 
COVID-19 program costs due to receiving what the PUC calls “in-
direct benefits” adding about .8% per small business bill. 

UE 399 PacifiCorp dba Pacific Power asked a 10.3% increase in 
rates and SBUA secured a reduction to 8.4% and increased rate 
design alternatives, specific small business web presence, and a 
Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) report. PUC found small 
business received “indirect benefits” from the $17,000,000 COVID-
19 programs costs and requiring small biz to pay some. 
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Upcoming Events 
SBUA @ BestHQ & Washing-
ton County Chamber’s Busi-
ness Expo West March 23rd 

2023: https://besthq.net/
business-expo-west/ 

Come get some SBUA swag! 

SBUA @ East Portland Cham-
ber of Commerce’s Nonprofit 

Spring Showcase, March 
29th, 2023: https://eastport-
landchamberofcommerce.-

com/event-5190674 

VOTE for SBUA to win the 
prize money! 

SBUA @ OAME Trade Show  
May 11th, 2023: https://
oame.org/wp-content/up-
loads/2022/11/Fillable_-

Tradeshow-Registration-Flyer-
2023.pdf 

Look for us co-tabling with 
Lewis & Clark! 

SBUA Oregon visited our 
friends, the Jackson County 
Fuel Committee’s new build-
ing in Phoenix, Oregon after 
the disastrous fire, and are 

discussing a joint  gathering in 
Ashland towards Summer ’23.
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Help fund SBUA participation in the PGE Rate 
Case: 

Donate to SBUA so that we can participate fully in the PGE Rate 
Case. We need to be at the table with industrial and large com-

mercial (like Target, Microsoft, etc.) and the residential customers. 
Other ratepayers will receive ratepayer funds to participate. Small 

commercial representation will ensure that this utility customer 
class will get a fair and reasonable share of the pie.  

We need your donation to do that! 

OPUC Planning:  
Much of the Commission’s 2023 activity will be regarding planning. 
Please refer to our last newsletter to learn of the planning dockets 
on behalf of small commercial utility customers: https://utilityadvo-
cates.org/sbua-oregon-newsletter-fall-2022/ 

Electrifying Transportation: 
Advanced Clean Cars II Regulation: 

These rules require auto manufacturers to deliver 100% new zero 
emission battery electric and plug-in hybrid electric vehicles by 
2035. Rules were adopted 12/19/22. 

Impacts on small businesses identified: EVs require fewer re-
pairs and subsequently less potential business for vehicle repair 
shops, and reduced sales to small gas stations. Also EV fleet pur-
chase options impact local government and potentially larger small 
businesses.  
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/EQCdocs/121922_ItemA_ACCII.pdf 

The electric utilities are required to submit transportation electrifica-
tion plans and SBUA has learned that affordability of the vehicles, 
location of charging stations near groups of small businesses, and 
reliability of the charging stations are key interests for small com-
mercial customers. 

Legislature: 2023 bills push to increase Electric Vehicle purchase, 
clean up exhaust, and reduce transportation-caused greenhouse 
gases (“GHG”). SB 525, See full bill info 

Local Government Climate Planning: 
Local governments across the state are planning how to each use 
funds to invest into clean and renewable energy to address climate 
concerns. SBUA Oregon ourselves, are engaged in Portland Clean 
Energy Fund’s (PCEF) Climate Investment Plan (CIP) by participat-
ing in the “Small Commercial” roundtable discussion topic and pro-
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PLEASE DONATE TO 
SBUA NOW TO SHOW 

YOU SUPPORT  
FAIR AND REASONABLE 
ELECTRIC AND NATUR-
AL GAS UTILITY RATES  
FOR OREGON’S SMALL 

BUSINESSES 

Donations can be made 
at utilityadvocates.org, by 
clicking the orange “Do-
nate” button on the right-
hand corner of our web-

page. 

Secretary Fagan’s Office 
of Small Business As-
sistance Releases Ore-

gon’s State of Small 
Business Report 

https://www.oregon.gov/small-
business/Documents/2022-
small-business-annual-re-

port.pdf 

• Costs of starting a small busi-
ness has increased and paired 
with lack of state agency 
technical support has dis-
couraged entrepreneurs.  

• NOTE: The Secretary of State 
Corporations Division first 
showed strong interest but 
then declined from participat-
ing in SBUA’s Advisory Com-
mittee.  
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viding input for small businesses. Through SBUA’s participation in 
these roundtables we have learned how PCEF is strategizing on 
how funds will be spend for Portland’s small commercial buildings. 
For example, PCEF seeks to maximize benefits not just for the 
small commercial building owners through energy efficient building 
upgrades but as well for specific energy efficient equipment that 
would directly benefit small commercial customers and the cus-
tomer base they serve.  

Salem: https://www.cityofsalem.net/community/natural-environment-
climate/climate-action-plan-for-salemaddress
Ashland: https://ashlandor.org/climate-energy/
Eugene: https://www.eugene-or.gov/4284/Climate-Action-Plan-20
Corvallis: https://www.corvallisoregon.gov/community/page/corval-
lis-climate-action
Gresham: https://greshamoregon.gov/climate-action/
https://greshamoregon.gov/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?
id=14667
Portland Climate Action Initiative: https://www.portland.gov/bps/
cleanenergy/climate-investment/about-climate-investment-plan/en-
gage-cip-process
Bend: https://www.bendoregon.gov/home/showpublisheddocument?
id=43933

2023 Oregon Legislature:  
Of the over 1,800 bills in 2023, SBUA Oregon has identified several 
to track for our members and supporters in regards to bills impact-
ing small business due to utility and energy regulation. The SBUA 
Oregon Advisory Committee provided input on which bills to priori-
tize tracking this 2023 legislative session. 

Senate Committee Bills 

 - Senate Committee on Energy & Environment  

SB 54: Removes provisions of property tax exemption for solar 
projects that restrict exemption to proportion owned by residential 
customers or leased by residential subscribers. See full bill info 

SB 522: Changes name of “Oregon Global Warming Commission” 
to “Oregon Climate Action Commission”. Modifies membership and 
duties of commission. See full bill info 

SB 852: Directs State Department of Energy to establish program 
to provide assistance related to energy projects and activities to en-
vironmental justice communities. See full bill info 
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Thank you East Portland 
Chamber of Commerce 

(“EPCC”)!  

In January 2023, our friends at 
EPCC invited SBUA Oregon to 
present at EPCC’s weekly 
member meeting.  

SBUA Oregon providing EPCC 
with an update since the last 
presentation we had with this 
chamber. Our update included 
our 2022 PUC activity as well 
as the 2023 legislative bills. We 
also compiled a list of area leg-
islators and Legislative Com-
mittees to flag to EPCC mem-
bers so they may reach out 
and be heard! 

Here are pictures from the pre-
sentation: 

Contact:  
diane@utilityadvocates.org  

& 
guillermo@utilityadvocates.org
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House Committee Bills 

- House Committee on Climate, Energy, & Environment  

HB 2534: Requires State Department of Energy to work with stake-
holders to identify areas of inquiry regarding energy and energy use in 
this state. See full bill info 

HB 3016: Establishes Community Green Infrastructure Grant Pro-
gram, Fund, & Task Force: See full bill info 

HB 2700: Modifies zero-emission and electric vehicle rebate programs 
to allow rebate for purchase or lease of electric farm tractor or repow-
ering of farm tractor: See full bill info
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2023 Federal Legislation: 
The federal government has passed two landmark bills to aid utilities 
and state agencies in funding projects to target decarbonization and 
electrification. SBUA has complied small business specific points of 
relevance regarding both federal bills. See PUC Staff slides for sum-
mary of a breakdown of federal energy funding: https://oregonpuc.-
granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?
view_id=2&event_id=778&meta_id=35589 
Infrastructure Investment & Jobs Act of 2021 (IIJA) 

-Helps build physical infrastructure to support the clean energy transi-
tion. (Grid modernization, transmission, EV charging stations)   

-Mostly in the form of grants, available over 5 years.         

-Both bills provide grants for converting commercial fleets. 
 Inflation Reduction Act of 2022 (IRA) 

-Creates incentives for the market to adopt to energy efficiency stan-
dards and zero emissions. 

-Extends tax credit for residential and commercial EV charger instal-
lations, modifies it to allow bidirectional charging equipment and en-
courages labor standards for EV purchases.   

-Commercial clean vehicles, up to $7,500 or $40,000 (by weight). 

-Energy Efficient commercial building tax deduction, $5 per sq. ft. 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/
2022/09/12/fact-sheet-how-the-inflation-reduction-act-will-help-small-
businesses/ 

Important Links 
Oregon Legislature - Resilient 
Efficient Buildings Task Force 
Final Report: https://olis.ore-

gonlegislature.gov/liz/2021I1/
Committees/JTFREB/2022-12-

13-15-00/MeetingMaterials 

SBUA NOTE: Task Force      
Report adopted 16 in favor;    

8 against. 

OPUC Natural Gas Fact Find-
ing Report: https://edoc-

s.puc.state.or.us/efdocs/HAU/
um2178hau111621.pdf 

SBUA NOTE: There is wide 
variation of small business 

views re transition from natural 
gas to 100% electric impacts 
where certain industries rely 

more on natural gas than oth-
ers. 

Bonneville Power Administra-
tion (BPA) - New Opportuni-

ties in the Commercial Sector 
Guide: https://www.bpa.gov/-
/media/Aep/energy-efficien-
cy/utility-toolkit/commercial-

nog.pdf 

SBUA NOTE: BPA to strength-
en and increase incentives for 

Nonresidential Lighting & 
Commercial HVAC.  

OPUC’s Staff Report - 2023 
Performance Measure Rec-
ommendations for Energy 

Trust of Oregon (UM 1158): 
https://edocs.puc.state.or.us/

efdocs/HAU/
um1158hau181217.pdf  

SBUA NOTE: ETO’s Equity 
Metric emphasizes environ-
mental justice communities. 
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